Book Reviews 339 more remarkable claim is that the operative stimulus to the cupula is a radiation pressure and not an inertial impulse. Unfortunately much of the book is taken up with textbook derivations of standard equations in acoustics and line communication theories. These are unintelligible to the clinician and unnecessary to the physicist. They indicate at best how the cupula would work if it had certain characteristics. Unfor-
tunately, the author gives no evidence whatsoever to support his claims that the cupula has these bizarre and improbable characteristics. His meaning, moreover, is unfortunately frequently obscured by purely linguistic failures.
The chapter on anatomy adds nothing to existing knowledge. 'History' is interlarded with sketchy flights into physiology in which, for example, a discussion of the electrical phenomena within the inner ear omits all reference to the various DC potentials. 'Cochlea mechanics' consists of a brief reference to the transformer mechanism of the middle ear and an equally brief account of Bekesy's hydrodynamic concepts. For those interested in cybernetics there is a stimulating account of the work of Dr Dreyfus-Graf introducing a phonetograph to analyse and record speech.
A TUMARKIN Vascular Allergy and its Systemic Manifestations by Joseph Harkavy MD pp viii+304 illustrated 75s Washington: Butterworths 1963 This is no ordinary textbook on allergy with the usual emphasis on allergen and skin tests, but an attempt at 'correlation of the immunological, pathological and clinical aspects' of allergy as it involves the heart and blood vessels themselves. Its major concern, therefore, is not with conditions like hay-fever, asthma or urticaria, but with thromboangiitis obliterans, polyarteritis nodosa, isolated myocarditis and the 'collagen' diseases, to quote but a few of the main chapter headings.
Dr Harkavy is a clinician with a vast experience of the clinical aspects of allergic disease and it is in dealing with these aspects that the writing carries conviction. With the more basic immunology of the allergic state the author is obviously less directly involved, and this is reflected in the earlier chapters. The last three-quarters of the book, however, are most rewarding. They include an excellent account of tobacco allergy and its role in the atiology of thromboangiitis obliterans; a clear account of periarteritis nodosa and its classification, and valuable chapters on erythema nodosum, temporal arteritis, Wegener's granulomatosis, and Takayasu's syndrome. There is also a most useful account of pulmonary eosino-philia and especially that aspect of it in which Dr Harkavy has long been interested, pulmonary eosinophilia associated with periarteritis nodosa. Finally, the chapter on collagenous diseases brings together in a most convenient fashion the major contributions to the vascular allergic manifestations of this disease group.
It is a pity that the undoubted value of this book is seriously limited by the inadequacy of the index and the omission of titles from the fairly extensive and otherwise most useful bibliography.
L E GLYNN

Indications and Techniques in Arterial Surgery edited by Peter Martin VRD MChir FRCSE FRCS pp vii+ 111 illustrated 30s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1963
The natural history of diseases changes little, our knowledge of their pathology changes more, but what changes most rapidly is therapy and particularly the details of surgical technique. The surgeon must keep abreast of these changes using what methods he can. Meetings of learned societies with their papers and opportunities for exchange of ideas are perhaps the most rapid means of communication. Next come the scientific journals and later still the distillation of ideas and principles in monographs. The last are best able to cope with natural history and pathology. In operative detail they are often left behind. This particular monograph has overcome the challenge of time by its brevity and small size. Six authors have contributed chapters dealing with arterial disease, chiefly of the chronic obstructive type.
There are also chapters on aneurysm and embolism. They are well done and every surgeon concerned with such problems should buy this book, for there is much of value for a low price. What is more, he should buy it at once before time encroaches on its value. There is little doubt that, of the numerous investigations required to diagnose cardiac abnormality, the simpler radiological procedures are both highly informative to the physician and least traumatic to the patient. This book, in monograph form, stresses the importance of accurately localizing and diagnosing calcifications in and about the heart. Firstly, there is a chapter on the routine techniques employed, ending with a description of the cineradiographic visualization of intracardiac calcifications. The
